
Sevenoaks Town
vs sittingbourne fc

WEDNESday 16th October 2024: Official match programme: £2
pitching in isthmian south east division

Eddie Diplock: 1931-2024



The Isthmian Football League strongly supports the FA statement that there should 
be a zero-tolerance approach against racism and all forms of discrimination.

Accordingly, any form of discriminatory abuse whether it by reason of age, 
disability, gender reassignment, race, religion and belief, marriage and civil 
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, sex and sexual orientation or any other 
form of abuse will be reported to The Football Association for action by that 
Association.

The Isthmian League and all Member Clubs in the League are committed to 
promoting equality by treating people fairly and with respect, by recognising that 
inequalities may exist, by taking steps to address them and providing access and 
opportunities for all members of the community.

You can call the FA on 0800 085 0508 or Kick it Out on 020 7253 0162.
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Zero Tolerance

As a 3-Star Accredited Club, child wel-
fare & safeguarding is at the heart of 
what we do.
​Sevenoaks Town FC Directors and 
Trustee's are responsible for the Club’s 
compliance with the child protection 
and welfare issues that are related to 
running a youth football club.
The Club Welfare Officers are responsi-
ble for the welfare and safeguarding of 
all our club members. Three of the club's 
codes relate specifically to club welfare 
issues:
Safeguarding Children Policy
Child Protection Policy
Complaints and Disciplinary Procedure
​All team managers and coaches must 
complete the following before taking 
charge of a team:
- valid Enhanced DBS check
- have or be working towards a mini-
mum FA Introduction to football coach-
ing qualification
- FA Safeguarding Children Training
- FA Introduction to First Aid in Football 

Player Welfare
​​​​​The club has four Welfare Officers: Sean 

Jarvie,  Shannon Hyner
Darron Mace and Jennifer Mason 
The Board Champion is Paul Lansdale 
who can be contacted on 07876444274.
You can also email welfare@sevenoak-
stownfc.co.uk
 
​​​FA Respect​
As an FA Charter Standard Community 
Club, we expect the highest standards of 
conduct from our players, parents and 
supporters.
We are passionate supporters of the FA 
Respect campaign.

FA Whistleblowing Policy​
Any adult or young person with con-
cerns about an adult in a position of 
trust with football can ‘whistle blow’ by 
contacting The FA Safeguarding Team 
on 0800 169 1863, by writing to The FA 
Case Manager at The Football Associ-
ation, Wembley Stadium, PO Box 1966, 
London SW1P 9EQ, by emailing safe-
guarding@thefa.com or alternatively 
by going direct to the Police, Children’s 
Social Care or the NSPCC.

STFC welfare policy



Chairman and Director: Paul Lansdale 
Secretary and Director: Sam Lansdale 
Directors: Kevin Marsh, Ray Miles, Frank 
Le Siberel.
Committee Members: Shannon Hyner, 
Dan Thomas, Michael Tapp
Match Secretary: As chairman 
First Team Manager. Marcel Nimani 
First Team Coach: Ben Franks
Goalkeeper Coach: Julian Leigh
Head of Analysis: Ben Maci
Sports Therapist: Carly Payne
Head of Youth Football: Ben Franks
Safety Officer: Ray Miles 
Club Welfare Officers: Darren Mace, 
Sean Jarvis, Shannon Hyner
Equality and Diversity Officer: Jahmal 
Howlett-Mundle
Press Officer/ PA announcer: Andrew 
Gidley
Club Photographer/App/Social Media: 
Matt White. 

Additional pictures by Simon Lapwood.
Programme Editor: Fred Atkins  
www.gatemoney.co.uk
Club address: The Bourne Stadium,
Mill Lane,
Sevenoaks,
Kent 
TN14 5BX
Twitter: @sevenoakstownfc
Website: www. sevenoakstownfc.co.uk
Instagram: sevenoakstownfc 
Tik Tok: sevenoakstownfc 
E Mail: info@sevenoakstownfc.co.uk
Sevenoaks Town Football Club 
Limited: Registered in England No. 
07298016
Registered Charity No. 113763
Sevenoaks Town supports three 
charities:
Hospice in the Weald. West Kent Mind, 
Sevenoaks Samaritans 
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Marcel NimaniMarcel Nimani
Good afternoon everyone.
On behalf of the first team, we offer our 
deepest condolences to family and friends of 
Eddie Diplock, a man with an eternal legacy. 
May his soul rest in peace.
I would like to extend a very warm welcome 
to Adam Woodward, his Erith Town 
management team, board and supporters.
They are an example to the rest of the 
non league clubs that if you stick to your 
philosophy through good and bad, you 
always reap the rewards at the end.
They are a club in a great trajectory, and 
have built for the moment where they are 
now in Step 4, after winning promotion and 
two cups last season.
The momentum they have, means it’s no 
surprise to me they are doing do so well.
They are a tough side and it will be a fantastic 
challenge for us to go toe to toe with a team 
who have enjoyed so much recent success.
We go into it with a fair degree of  confidence 
after putting in two great performances. 
against Herne Bay and Sittingbourne.
At Herne Bay we showed our attacking 
threat by scoring five goals, then here 
on Wednesday night, we produced a 
great defensive display against a strong 
Sittingbourne side who look destined to have 
a very good season.
I am confident if we can put in a similar shift 
today, we will have a good chance to be 
successful against very good opponents.
I hope you enjoy the game and that we are 
celebrating a hard earned victory in the 
clubhouse later.

Marcel

“It will be a fantastic 
challenge to go toe-to-
toe with a side who have 
enjoyed so much recent 
success ...”



The Paul Lansdale column
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Good afternoon everyone and 
welcome to you and everyone 
connected with our visitors Erith Town 
for this Pitching In Isthmian League 
South East League fixture.
It renews an old rivalry stretching 
back to the old Kent League and 
SCEFL days and they have started the 
season well.
This week has been a sad one with 
the passing of our Life President Eddie 
Diplock on Wednesday.
We will be holding a minutes silence 
before the game as our tribute to 
a wonderful servant to this club for 
more than 60 years - he was and will 
always be  - Mr Sevenoaks Town..
More than that he was somebody 
who loved his involvement in the 
game - not just here - but in the town 
and the county. We focus on that 

“This week has been 
a sad one with the 
passing of our life 
president Eddie Diplock. 
We will be holding a 
minute’s applause”

elsewhere in this programme.
We will be joined by Eddie’s family 
and hopefully as many former 
managers and players who can be 
here.
Eddie’s passing comes just after his 
wife a couple of months ago, and 
both will be in our thoughts today.
As will Ronnie, wife of our long 
serving groundsman and another 
club stalwart Gordon Swift who died 
a few weeks ago.
The club have sent their 
condolences to him and family.
As far as results are concerned the 
last two - against Three Bridges 
and Herne Bay could not have been 
be more contrasting - these notes 
being written before the midweek 
game against Sittingbourne.
The comeback at Herne Bay 
was great to see after the 
disappointment result the week 
before.
I remarked to their officials on the 
excellent condition of their 3G pitch 
- benefiting from the same care and 
attention as we afford to ours.
Enjoy the game and a safe journey 
home to everyone later.
Paul

Good luck to all the teams this season!

We are proud to be a new sponsor of 
Sevenoaks Town FC youth teams

X-Press Legal services Kent is part of the largest independent property search 
network across England and Wales. Formed in 1998, and now trusted by more 
than 500 legal practices, our 28 independently run offices use local expertise 

to deliver over 400,00 regulated searches and reports every year.

To find out more, please contact Lee Colmer
T: 0330 159 6369 | E: LeeC.1369@xpresslegal.uk | www.xpresslegal.uk

EXECUTIVE MEMBER

Oaks on the Radio
West Kent Radio are 
featuring Sevenoaks 
Town on their Saturday 
afternoon sports 
programme.
The show runs from 
2pm to 6pm and 
includes three reports 
- preview, half-time 
and full time on all the 
club's matches, as well 
as midweek matches 
in breakfast sports 
bulletins the following 
morning.
The station is broadcast 
on 95.5, 106.7 and 
107.2  and is available 
on online, on smart 
speakers and app, 
which has been 
launched recently.
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Table & FixturesIsthmian Round-up
Saturday 12th October

Ashford United			   0	 3	 Broadbridge Heath	 323
 		   				    Bromage 46, Goldson 58, 71	  
Beckenham Town		  2	 2	 Sittingbourne		  388
Brissett 5, Townsend 62	  			   May 41, Howard 90+1	  
Erith Town			   2	 1	 Deal Town		  162
Carnegie 53, Dyer 90 pen		   	 Miller 43	  
Herne Bay			   3	 5	 Sevenoaks Town	 382
Smith 17, Reid 19, Odeniran 74                                    Aibangbee 40, Mfula 45, 67, 		
						      Eruotor 52, Jeffrey 54	  
Hythe Town			   1	 2	 Eastbourne Town	 208
Takaloo 51				     	 Ruda 40, Greig 60	  
Littlehampton Town		  4	 0	 Phoenix Sports		  253
Jarvis 18, Pamment 23, 
Yoro-Thomas 34, Benn 86	  		   
Margate			   2	 2	 AFC Croydon Athletic	 464
Greenhalgh 25, Ababio 45+4	  		  Shokunbi 35, Pierrick 77	  
Merstham			   2	 2	 Burgess Hill Town	 412
Jenkins 62, Drage 90+4			    	 Brewer 14, ONeil 46	  
Ramsgate			   5	 0	 Sheppey United	 1,053
Taylor 19, Bioletti 23, 
Paxman 45+2, 67, Ajayi 90+5	  		   
Steyning Town Community	 2	 3	 East Grinstead Town	 110
Towning 44, Barnes 80 pen	  		  Andrade Filipe 18, Tighe 25, 

Tuesday 15th October
Broadbridge Heath		  2	 3	 Beckenham Town	 98
Lemon 32, Evans 44	  			   Townsend 17, Williams 71, 
						      Theophanous 90+2	  
Burgess Hill Town		  2	 1	 Margate		  247
Price 19, Ward 78			    	 Olutade 35	  
East Grinstead Town		  1	 3	 Ashford United		  113
Tighe 32				     	 Kedwell 12, 64, Collins 45+2	  
Herne Bay			   2	 1	 Eastbourne Town	 278
Odeniran 77, Rowland 90+2	  		  Hull 60	  
Merstham			   1	 1	 Sheppey United	 333
Lewis 14	 					     Carvalho 7	  
Steyning Town Community	 0	 1	 Ramsgate		  182
 		   				    Jadama 59	  

Wednesday 16th October
Sevenoaks Town		  1	 1	 Sittingbourne		  146
Aibangbee 45					     Smith 11
					   
 

Isthmian South East Division
Beckenham T	 12	 8	 2	 2	 32	 18	 +14	 26
Ramsgate	 7	 7	 0	 0	 21	 4	 +17	 21
Sheppey United	 8	 6	 1	 1	 17	 9	 +8	 19
Burgess Hill T	 9	 6	 1	 2	 18	 13	 +5	 19
Sittingbourne	 8	 5	 2	 1	 22	 10	 +12	 17
Erith Town	 10	 5	 2	 3	 21	 13	 +8	 17
Margate		 9	 4	 4	 1	 13	 8	 +5	 16
Merstham	 10	 4	 4	 2	 15	 15	 0	 16
Eastbourne T	 9	 4	 1	 4	 14	 17	 -3	 13
Deal Town	 9	 4	 0	 5	 20	 18	 +2	 12
Broadbridge Hth	 7	 4	 0	 3	 11	 13	 -2	 12
East Grinstead T	 10	 3	 2	 5	 14	 17	 -3	 11
Sevenoaks Town	 9	 3	 2	 4	 16	 23	 -7	 11
Herne Bay	 6	 3	 1	 2	 11	 10	 +1	 10
AFC Croydon Ath	 9	 2	 4	 3	 14	 15	 -1	 10
Littlehampton T	 7	 2	 1	 4	 15	 16	 -1	 7
Three Bridges	 8	 1	 3	 4	 13	 15	 -2	 6
Steyning TC	 8	 2	 0	 6	 9	 13	 -4	 6
Hythe Town	 10	 2	 0	 8	 7	 25	 -18	 6
Ashford United	 6	 1	 2	 3	 9	 16	 -7	 5
Lancing		  8	 1	 1	 6	 7	 13	 -6	 4
Phoenix Sports	 9	 0	 1	 8	 4	 22	 -18	 1

Includes Wednesday night’s result

Today’s fixtures
AFC Croydon Athletic v Littlehampton Town

Broadbridge Heath v Three Bridges
Burgess Hill Town v Steyning Town Community

Deal Town v Merstham
East Grinstead Town v Ramsgate

Eastbourne Town v Ashford United
Lancing v Beckenham Town
Phoenix Sports v Herne Bay

Sevenoaks Town v Erith Town
Sheppey United v Margate
Sittingbourne v Hythe Town

Tuesday 22nd October
AFC Croydon Athletic v Steyning Town Community

Ashford United v Lancing
Erith Town v Margate

Phoenix Sports v Ramsgate
Sheppey United v Littlehampton Town

Sittingbourne v Herne Bay
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Sevenoaks Town 
Fixtures & Results 2024-25

1
Perrin
Perrin
Perrin
Perrin
Perrin
Perrin

Northwood
Perrin
Perrin
Perrin
Northwood
Perrin
LN*

Perrin
Perrin
Perrin

2
Sawyer
Divine*
Divine*
Divine*
Divine
Futa

Sawyer
Divine
Divine
Divine
Divine*
Sawyer n
Divine

Diomande
Diomande
Diomande

3
JHM
Futa
Gray
Futa
Sawyer
Sawyer

Lehan
Futa
Futa
Futa
Futa
Futa
Futa

Futa
Dickens
Dickens

4
Bath
Bath
JHM
Bath
Bath
Bath*

Gray*
Sawyer
Wisson
Bath
Bath
Bath
Bath

Bath
Bath
Bath
 

5
Futa
JHM
Futa
JHM n
JHM
Gray

Divine
Lehan n
Sawyer
Wisson
Gray
JHM*
Lahan

Lahan
Sawyer
Sawyer

6
AM
AM
DD
McLeod
McLeod
McLeod

McLeod*
McLeod
Lahan
JA
JHM
Wisson
Wisson

Wisson*
McLeod
Wisson

7	 8
Eruotor 1*
Eruotor
Eruotor*
AM*
AM*
AM*

Futa1*
Wisson
McLeod1*
WHM
AM 1
AM
AM

AM
AM*
McLeod*

9
Martin 1*
Martin
Martin*
WHM
Eruotor1*
WHM*

WHM
Kileba
WHM
Kileba*
Jeffrey
WHM*
Sarpong

WHM
WHM 2
Jeffrey*

10
Efambe*
Adesite*
Adesite*
Eruotor 1
Adesite
Eruotor

Kileba1*
Eruotor 1
Eruotor 1
Jeffrey*
Eruotor
Eruotor*
Eruotor

Jeffrey*
Jeffrey1*
Eruotor*

11
WHM
Mfula*
Mfula
Martin*
WHM1
Adesite*

Martin1
DD
DD
Eruotor
Sarpong
McLeod*
Jeffrey

Sarpong n
Eruotor 1
AM

Sub 1
Kileba
Hagan
Kileba
Sawyer
DD
Divine

DD
WHM
Jeffrey
Hagan
Wisson
Gray*
Perrin

Eruotor
Kileba
Kileba

Sub 2
JA
Mahoney
Hagan
Efambe
Mahoney
DD

AM
Martin
Hagan 1
AM 1
Lahan
Sarpong
Efambe

DD
Gray
Futa

Sub 3
Divine
JA
Sarpong
DD
Kileba
Efambe

Eruotor
AM
Kileba

Sarpong
Kileba
Sawyer

Lahan
DD

AU
G

SE
PT

O
C

T
N

O
V

D
EC

JA
N

FE
B

M
AR

AP
R

DATE	 V  OPPONENT	 COMP
Sat 3	 H Whitstable Town	 FAC
Sat 10	 H Burgess Hill Town	 ISE
Sat 17 	 H Leatherhead	 FAC
Sat 24	 A Sheppey United	 ISE
Mon 26	 H East Grinstead	 ISE
Sat 31	 H Beckenham Town	ISE

Wed 4	 H Phoenix Sports	 ATT
Sat 7	 H Harrow Borough	 FAT
Tue 10	 A Beckenham Town	 ISE
Sat 14	 H Hythe Town	 ISE
Tue 17	 A Ramsgate	 VT
Sat 21	 H Leatherhead	 FAT
Wed 25	 H Beckenham	 KSC

Sat 5	 H Three Bridges	 ISE
Sat 12 	 A Herne Bay	 ISE
Wed 16 	 H Sittingbourne	 ISE
Sat 19	 H Erith Town	 ISE
Wed 23	 H Cray Valley PM	 VT
Sat 26	 A Steyning Town	 ISE
Tue 29	 A Ramsgate	 ISE

Sat 2	 H Littlehampton T	 ISE
Sat 9	 A Hythe Town	 ISE
Tue 12	 A Broadbridge Hth	 ISE
Sat 16 	 H Ramsgate	 ISE
Sat 23	 A Sittingbourne	 ISE
Sat 30	 H Deal Town 	 ISE

Sat 7 	 A Croydon Athletic	 ISE
Sat 14	 H Eastbourne Town	 ISE
Sat 21	 A Lancing		 ISE
Thu 26	 H Merstham	 ISE
Sat 28	 A Burgess Hill Town	 ISE

Wed 1	 A East Grinstead	 ISE
Sat 4	 H Phoenix Sports	 ISE
Sat 11	 A Margate	 ISE
Sat 18	 H Ashford United	 ISE
Sat 25	 A Deal Town	 ISE

Sat 1	 H Croydon Athletic	 ISE
Sat 8	 A Three Bridges	 ISE
Sat 15 	 H Herne Bay 	 ISE
Sat 22nd	 A Erith Town	 ISE

Sat 1	 H Steyning Town	 ISE
Sat 8 	 A Littlehampton T 	 ISE
Sat 15	 A Eastbourne Town	 ISE
Sat 22	 H Lancing		 ISE
Sat 29	 A Ashford United 	 ISE

Sat 5 	 H Margate	 ISE
Sat 12	 A Phoenix Sports	 ISE
Sat 19	 H Broadbridge Hth	 ISE
Mon 21	 A Merstham	 ISE
Sat 26	 H Sheppey United	 ISE

RES
2-1
3-1
0-2
1-3
2-2
0-5

3-0
3-0
3-4
1-0
1-1**
1-2
1-3

0-4
5-3
1-1

ATT
253
129
319
352
107
112

63
134
165
123
355
137
66

137
382
146

KEY:
1 = Goal Scored
* Player subbed
n = Red Card
+ = Own goal
* * Oaks win 7-6 on penaltiesOaks win 7-6 on penalties

ISE = Isthmian SE
FAC = FA Cup
FAT = FA Trophy
ATT = Alan Turvey Trophy
KSC = Kent Senior Cup
TBC = To be confirmed

All Saturday home fixtures 
kick off at 3pm
Wednesday fixtures at 
7.30pm unless otherwise 
stated

McLeod
McLeod*
McLeod
JA
JA*
JA*

JA
JA 2
JA
McLeod*
Kileba
JA 1
Kileba

JA
JA 1
JA 1*

Sub 4

Kileba
Albangbee

Gray
Kileba

Hagan
Hagan

Jeffrey
JA1

Gray

Sub 5

Northwood
Driver



Eddie Diplock ... ... an STFC legend
Eddie Diplock “Mr Sevenoaks Town” 
sadly passed away on Wednesday 
aged 93.

He served the club as secretary for 
more than 60 years in a long associ-
ation with local and county football 
as a player and administrator - and 
international football as a volunteer in 
the media department at Euro 96.

Eddie played football at St John’s 
Church of England School in the town, 
and St John’s United when he left at 
14, first working as a telegram boy, 
before joining South Surburban Gas 
Compsny as as an apprentice gas 
engineer - where he stayed for 47 
years.

National Service saw him join the 
Royal Engineeers based in England 
and the Middle East, playing where he 
was stationed.

On demob he rejoined St John’s 
United who by had amalgamated 
with Sevenoaks FC to become Sev-
enoaks Town.

He played for the first team for 15 
years, and continued to turn out for 
the reserves and A team playing his 
last game at the age of 56 - justifiably 
proud of never being cautioned or 
sent off in a 30-plus year career.

He was appointed secretary in 1953 
- before becoming involved with local 
football -Sevenoaks Charity Cup, Kent 
Amateur League, then the Sevenoaks 
League serving as vice chairman then 
chairman.

In 2003, he received the prestigious 
Football Association Medal for 50 
years service to the game in the town 
and county.

He was a long serving member of 
the Sevenoaks Sports Council, Life 
President of the Kent County League 
and received a Kent County Football 
Association Order of Merit following 
his retirement at the age of 75.

He was elected President of the Sev-
enoaks District League and Sevenoaks 
Charity Cup in 2007, describing it as 
a “proud honour allowing me to keep 

in contact with all the friends I made 
over the years.”

Eddie was honoured in 2012 with an 
award from The Torch Trophy Trust , a 
charity who recognises and rewards 
volunteers in sport and recreation, 
presented to him by HRH The Duke of 
Kent.

As well as being club secretary he 
continued to maintain the two grass 
pitches here at the club, mowing and 
marking out the pitch before step-
ping down in 2015 -with a stand in 
his name, and being named as Life 
President.

He was also honoured at the Club 
Awards Day when he received a letter 
from the then Football Assiciation 
chairman Greg Dyke.

Speaking at the time chairman Paul 
Lansdale said: “Words cannot express 
the club’s thanks and feelings for 
Eddie.

“He was an amazing man with such 
a big heart and a wonderful servant 
to our club.”

“Words cannot 
express the club’s 
thanks and feelings 
for Eddie.
“He was an amazing 
man with such a big 
heart and a wonderful 
servant to our club.”
Paul Lansdale

Above: Micky Collins, Eddie Diplock, 
Paul Lansdale and Corey Holder with 

the SCEFL league championship 
trophy

Below right: with one of the 
many awards he received for his 
outstanding service to Sevenoaks 

Town and the game in general 
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@PitchingIn_

proudly supports  

THE TRIDENT  
TRUST FUND

Providing access  
to grants and funding  

for your club,  
in your community
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MAN OF THE 
MATCH

        

West Kent
SPORT &WELLBEING

West Kent
SPORT &WELLBEING

West Kent Sport & Wellbeing magazine is a 
well-established, multi-award winning and trusted
monthly publication. It is a visually appealing
subscription magazine providing high quality and
unique content covering local sport within the 
West Kent community.

To subscribe for just £5 a month and get your 
copy delivered directly to your door go to
www.localsportsnews.co.uk/subscribe.

WWW.LOCALSPORTSNEWS.CO.UK

SEPTEMBER 2024

£5.00

SPORT &WELLBEING

West Kent
FOCUS ONNUTRITION Better Body Groupand MagdalenaMarvell provide theirnutritional advice.

CRICKET WRAPS UP ASFOOTBALL KICKS OFFReports from the Smash Finalsand opening day matches.

YOUR LOCAL MULTI-AWARD WINNING SPORT AND WELLBEING MAGAZINE

        

We are also extremely proud to be 
the sponsor of Sevenoaks Town FC’s...

MotM_Advert_2024_Layout 1  27/08/2024  16:05  Page 1
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Erith Town FC: History
Formed in 1956 as Woolwich Town, 
the Dockers attained senior status in 
1995-96 upon reaching the London 
Spartan League Premier Division in 
1995-96.
By then the club had already 
changed their name to Erith Town, 
reflecting a move to Erith Stadium.
After one year in the Spartan Premier, 
the Dockers successfully applied 
to cross the Pyramid to the Kent 
League.
After struggling in the lower reaches 
of the League for three seasons, the 
Dockers celebrated the new Millenni-
um with a then best seventh place in 
1999-2000 and reached the London 
Senior Cup Final, losing 5-1 to Bed-
font.
In the following seven seasons Erith 
only once reached such heights 
again, finishing seventh in 2003-4.
The appointment of former Fisher 
Athletic player Mark Tompkins as 
player-manager midway through 
2006-7 saw an upturn in fortunes 
and the following season he led 
the team to fifth in the Kent League. 
He also brought the club their first 
silverware as a senior club as record 
appearance maker Alan Hanlon 
lifted the Kent League Cup after a 1-0 
win over much-fancied Hythe Town 
in the Final at Folkestone.
Tommo’s departure on the eve of 
2008-9 lead to the appointment of 
Steve O’Boyle who took the Dockers 
back to the Kent League Cup Final for 
a second season. Despite drawing 1-1 
after extra time against Croydon, the 
Dockers went down 3-1 on penalties.
Tony Russell took over the reins when 
O’Boyle departed in October 2010 
guiding the club to a third successive 
mid table finish but bringing the Kent 
Senior Trophy to the club after a 3-1 
win over Tunbridge Wells in the Final.
Having achieved a new best of fourth 

the following season, Russell de-
parted for neighbours VCD Athletic 
with Erith Town top of the League in 
November 2012 and after a brief spell 
with James Collins in charge, Tomp-
kins returned to take the Dockers to 
new personal best of third spot.
Tommo repeated the feat in 2013-14 
before departing and a turbulent 
2014-15 saw three managers and a 
Houdini style escape from relegation 
under Martin and Joe Ford.
Two further seasons of struggle 
followed before Mark Deveney took 
over the club in the Summer of 2017, 
immediately appointing former own-
er Albert Putnam as President for his 
work as player, manager and Chair-
man in over 50 years with the club.
On the 26th August the club took 
part in the last ever game at Brent-
ford’s Griffin Park ground, losing 6-3 
to the Bees’ B team in the London 
Senior Cup semi-final.
After a fourth placed finish in 2022-
23, their best for ten years, the Dock-
ers moved to share with Sporting 
Club Thamesmead at Bayliss Avenue 
as they bid to progress on and off 
the field.
With this in mind the Dockers ap-
pointed Kay Deveney as their first 
female Chair in the Summer of 2023, 
with Mark Deveney continuing as 
CEO.
Under their stewardship the club has 
just experienced the most successful 
season in their history, finishing with 
two trophies – the SCEFL Challenge 
Cup and the Kent Senior Trophy – 
and winning the SCEFL Play-Off Final 
which sees The Dockers promoted 
to the Isthmian League South-East 
to play football at Step 4 for the first 
time.
We now look forward to the 2024/25 
season with huge optimism.

STFC club news

Ellie George and Hannah Cleary scored 
twice as Oaks first team won 4-1 at Cray 
Wanderers to make it four wins out of four 
in the South East Womens League Premier 
Division.
The victory ended the home club’s own 
perfect start to the season at their new 
Flamingo Park base - and leaves Oaks 
second in the table
George took her tally to eight putting 
Oaks in front on the half hour, before 
Cleary doubled the lead three minutes 
after the break.
George made it 3-1 with 23 minutes left, 
before Cleary rounded things off with a 
late fourth.
Cray pulled one back deep into stop-
page-time.
George’s hat-trick sealed the 4-2 home 

win over Woodcoombe Sports the previ-
ous weekend. Natalie Graves added the 
other.
Oaks visit leaders London Road tomorrow 
(2pm).
The Development team are going well - 
and also face a top-two Division 2 West 
hosting table-toppers Foots Cray Lion-
esses tomorrow. (2pm)
Ruby Brookman netted her first of the 
season as Oaks drew 1-1 at Old Pepys last 
weekend.
Sarah Hellerby’s hat-trick and two by Lucy 
Blackmore claimed the scoring honours 
in a winining start to the month with a 7-1 
victory  at Orpington.
Deianira Gyampa-Boahmah and Eleasha 
Hyner added the others..

Perfect start continues

Sevenoaks Town Reserves went out of the 
Sevenoaks Senior Charity Cup beaten at 
home by Kent County League Division 1 
side Aylesford.
Oaks hit the post and Callum Heath went 
close twice in a game decided by a sec-
ond half decider
Oaks progressed in the Kent Junior Cup 
the previous weekend with a 3-1 win over 
another KCL side Paddock Wood.
Ben Holder put them in front with a penal-

ty after 20 minutes and Jordan Reynolds 
added a second 15 minutes later.
Nazsi Phillips got the third three minutes 
after the break - the visitors pulling one 
back with a penalty.
Manager Steve McGinn said: "Two weeks 
in a row the performances have been at 
the levels I want.
"I am hoping we can now take the perfor-
mances into the league games starting 
against Kemsing today.

McGinn sees encouraging signs



Match Officials: 
Referee: Maros Valko

Assistants: Promise Phillips and Oliver Storey
Next home match:  

Sevenoaks Town v Cray Valley PM
Velocity Trophy

Wednesday 23rd October, 7.30pm kick-off
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Manager: Marcel Nimani
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